[Cause of unilateral vocal cord paralysis in aged (report of 51 cases)].
To investigate the cause of unilateral vocal cord paralysis in aged. Fifty-one patients with unilateral vocal cord paralysis in aged were retrospectively analyzed. The main cause of unilateral vocal cord paralysis in aged was malignant tumor. Extralaryngeal malignant tumor should be greatly suspected in aged with unilateral vocal cord paralysis. When the cause could not be identified through systematic examination, the patient should be followed up regularly.